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PRESS statement

LESLIE R. MURRAY, CHIEF OF POLICE

September 21, 2023

Andrea Vasquez Homicide 

The Downey community remains saddened by the tragic and senseless killing of 19-year-old Downey resident Andrea Vasquez.  Our hearts go out to her family as they continue to grieve her loss.  

The Downey Police Department became involved in the investigation on August 20, 2023 when contacted by the Whittier Police Department who was seeking assistance in contacting Andrea’s boyfriend, who had witnessed the initial assault of Andrea.  Within less than ten minutes of receiving the call from Whittier Police Department, Downey officers were able to locate and contact Andrea’s boyfriend at her parent’s residence in Downey.  Downey officers immediately began gathering information from her boyfriend and family members, relaying all information, including Andrea’s cell phone tracking data, to Whittier officers.  Downey PD continued to work in collaboration with the Whittier Police Department in attempt to locate Andrea.  The investigation continued around the clock; however, sadly Andrea’s body was later located in a field in Moreno Valley.

As the result of the multi-jurisdictional investigation, with Whittier Police Department as the lead agency, 20-year-old Gabriel Esparza was placed under arrest on August 21, 2023 and charged with murder, kidnapping and attempted rape.
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